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Meeting:     GDP 2014/ Group 10 
Date:    6

th
 February 2014 

Time:    13:00 
Location:   Ground Floor London (Cooler) 
 

 
Present: Eleanna Skaltsari (ES), Tom Harley (TH), Alexander Riddick (AR),  
 

 
Date of next meeting: 6

th
 February 2014 

 

 
  Action 

 
  
1.0 Not in attendance; Jorn Pace 

 
 

2.0 Having identified three issues of a pressing nature that are 
predominately prevalent in the City of Athens and the wider Attica 
Prefecture, Youth Unemployment (Stability & Economic Stability), 
Lack of Green Space and a prevailing car culture, TH presented 
further research that conducted under the Aegis of Group 10’s 
evolving brief. TH noted that recent EU statistics indicated youth 
unemployment (Age: <25) currently stands at 55% with total 
unemployment circa. 30%. TH noted that in attempting to address 
such an issue, an industry of primary importance is Tourism which 
accounts for a significant proportion of total GDP. Furthermore TH 
noted that Business and Education would be key in alleviating such 
a pressing issue and that development of the Former Hellinikon 
Airport may indeed be a sustainable solution to such an issue. 
 

 

3.0 AR, TH and ES discussed the proposals outlined on the Blog Site 
by JP who, due to illness was unable to attend the meeting. JP had 
outlined his findings, stating that the legacy left by the Olympic 
Games of 2004 was a multitude of derelict venues. JP stated that 
redevelopment of a previous Olympic venue would provide the 
backbone to an innovative project (indeed many of the venues 
within the periphery of the Former Hellinikon Airport are those which 
are most in need of significant repair. JP made two key proposals. 
One to consider the development of a cycle track around the 
Hellinikon Olympic Canoe/Kayak Slalom Centre. The other, to 
consider a combined Athletics Track and Urban Green Space at the 
Panathinaikou Stadium. JP stated that the design would highlight 
the Olympic history of Athens and provide Green Space.  
 

 

4.0 ES, proposed that a transportation system which would allow 
Athenians to elevate themselves to the mountains (A Hellenic 
version of the Emirates Airways in London or indeed the OHSU 
Tram in Portland). ES felt a focus on the creation of green space 
through the spatial realisation of the elevated Geology across the 
central plain would truly benefit and inspire future Athenians. Green 
spaces, open air event venues and mountain trails could be created 
where the terminals would be located.  
 

 

5.0 AR stated that he very much liked the idea of a cable car / gondola 
lift transportation system and indeed the symbolic focus of the 
Olympic games upon which a legacy had been built but not 
realised. Indeed, Athens is the birth place of the Modern Olympics 
games. AR’s research had centred around Urban Design theory. It 
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was apparent that the Widely held “Father of Urban Planning” 
Hippodamus of Miletus was an Athenian himself and had formed 
the Hippodamian Plan, which can to this day, be seen within the city 
of Piraeus. AR furthered his research considering the urban 
structure of cities and contemporary proposals such as that of 
Howard Ebenezer in the 1920’s and his proposal of a Garden City. 
Such a city is intended to be planned, self-contained communities 
surrounded by “Greenbelts” containing areas for residency, industry 
and agriculture. AR proposed that the former Hellinikon Airport 
could be utilised as a third urban Hub reducing the population 
density of central Athens and acting as an example of sustainable 
Aeolic urban planning for future developments. AR proposed the 
possibility that this could be tied into the desired concepts of 
Mountainous green space and Olympic legacy development.   

 
6.0 Group 10 agreed to continue forward with the development of a 

Design proposal that would look to redevelop the Former Hellinikon 
Airport and install a cable car / gondola lift system to the mountains 
from the airport and potentially to other urban hubs (City of Athens / 
City of Piraeus) 
  
 
 
 
  

 

   

 


